MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


it. Could such a gathering have significance in 
migration, seasonal or nomadic population 
movements? 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


I thank Dr. Asad R. Rahmani for his 
valuable suggestions and for the references. | 


thank Dr. M.B. Krishna for suggesting that I 
write this note and for his help with the drafts. 


V. SRINIVAS 
‘Padmashree’ No. 170/B, 
Jayanagar Ist Block East, 
Bangalore 560 011, 
Karnataka, India. 


January 8, 2000 


REFERENCES 


Brown, H Lesne, K. Emit URBAN & KENNETH NEWMAN 
(1982): The Birds of Africa. Vol. 1. Academic Press. 
Pp. 302-304. 

Cramp, S. & K.E.L. Simmons (Eps) (1980): Handbook of 
the Birds of Europe, the Middle East and North 
Africa: Birds of the Western Palearctic. Vol. 2 
Hawks to Bustards. Oxford University Press. 


Ep; 23-272 
pet Hoyo, J., A. ELLiott & J. SARGATAL (1994): Handbook 
of the Birds of the World. Vol. 2, New World Vultures 
to Gunteafowl. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. Pp. 115. 
Naorou, RisHAD (1987): Communal gathering of black- 
winged kites (Elanus caeruleus vociferus). 
J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 83 (supplement): 200-201. 


10. ATTEMPTED FEEDING BY A SHIKRA ACCIPITER BADIUS, 
FAMILY ACCIPITRIDAE,ON BUFFSTRIPED KEELBACK 
AMPHIESMA STOLATA,FAMILY COLUBRIDAE 


According to Ali and Ripley (1987), the 
food of the shikra Accipiter badius includes all 
live animals of manageable size, like mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians and various msects. 
Its reptilian food includes various kinds of lizards, 
e.g. Calotes versicolor, Mabuya carinata, 
Hemidactylus sp., and Lygosoma sp. However, 
Naoroji (1985) recorded Calotes versicolor as 
its main food. 

On January 7, 1999 while walking on the 
roadside along Chander More, a wetland in 
Murshidabad district, West Bengal at around 
1400 hrs, I saw a shikra Accipiter badius cross 
the road in front of me and fly overhead, carrying 
a rope-like object in its feet. As it settled on an 
eucalyptus tree, some 70 m away, I moved quickly 


near the tree and found it was holding a small 
snake, 30-40 cm in length. I identified the snake 
as a buffstriped keelback Amphiesma stolata, the 
commonest snake in this area. The shikra had, 
perhaps, captured it in the nearby marsh as it came 
from that direction when I first saw it. The snake 
was still alive, and in trying to free itself, had coiled 
around the leg of the shikra, which looked 
uncomfortable. A few minutes later it flew off with 
its prey and I could not see the fate of the snake. 
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